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Constellation Research Project
Gr.7 Earth and Space Science 
Name:___________________________

Date:_________________________

Purpose – To research one specific constellation and to learn about it’s astronomical features and surrounding mythology.

Group Formation and Specific Roles – You will be working in groups of four to create a book. Your first task is to choose group members who will work well with you and who will complement your strengths. In addition to working as a group, you will all assume a specific role in your group. The roles are as follows - 
Writer – Everyone in your group will be writing one portion of the project. You will need to decide who will be researching which constellations. The constellations that will be included in your book are listed below.  Your job will be to research all 5 constellations and identify the following information.

· Where is the constellation visible in the night sky (what direction should you look when your out at night)

· What SEASON is your constellation visible? (spring, summer, winter, fall) 

· What are the major stars in your constellation?

· What is the myth behind your constellation (don’t copy and paste the myth; paraphrase in your OWN WORDS!)

· Don’t forget to include pictures of your constellation in your book!

The constellations you are creating your book about are listed below:
· Orion

· Ursa Major (Great Bear)

· Cygnus

· Scorpius

· Cassiopeia

Presenter-
Project Manager – This group member will be responsible for coordinating the project as a whole. This person should feel comfortable making decisions and delegating tasks. More importantly, this person should know when and where to contribute if the group is having difficulties. The project manager will be responsible for keeping the bibliography of resources used for this project. The project manager will receive a group grade (100%) for the entire project.
Specific Tasks

Research – As a group, you will conduct the necessary research for your project. You will be given 2 days to research and 2 days to digitally assemble, compile, and print your book. 
Written Report - Your written report will contain the following - 
· name of each constellation 
· a picture of the stars and the lines which make the constellation
· the constellation's location in the sky
· in what season and from what place on Earth is it best to view it 
· one myth about your constellation

· star data for at least 2 of the brightest stars in the constellation including the distance from Earth, and the type of star (Red Giant, White Dwarf, etc.)
· any related information about a related zodiac sign and astrological connections 

Star Show/Presentation – Using your created book, your group will conduct a 5-minute presentation to present your findings. This presentation should be informative, creative, entertaining and well-choreographed,
Due Date - The due date for the written reports is Thursday, February 25th.  You will present to the class on Tuesday March 2nd, the day after our planetarium activity. A more detailed schedule with presentation findings will follow.
Constellation Research Project Evaluation Rubric

Group Members: ___________________________________________

Requirements:

 Written Report

  - name of constellation 







1
0

  - picture of the stars and the lines which make the constellation 

2
1
0

  - it's location in the sky using declination and right ascension 

2
1
0

  - it's location








2
1
0

  - in what season and from what place on Earth is it best to view it 

2
1
0
  - star data



   8       7        6        5       4        3       2          1          0

   

  - above and beyond - any other information 
 

   3       2          1          0

  - one myth






     4        3       2          1          0 

  - writing (spelling and grammar) and organization                   4         3       2         1           0
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Star Show/Presentation




- informative



    



       5    4    3    2    1    0

- creative 







       5    4    3    2    1    0

- entertaining







       5    4    3    2    1    0

- well-organized and appropriately timed



       5    4    3    2    1    0

- all group members participating





       3    2    1    0
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Complete Bibliography (all resources listed)                     5      4         3       2         1           0
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Total: 
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