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Curriculum:
The science program for 7th graders this year will cover the following areas: 
· Scientific Method(on-going) 



(    Science Current Events (due monthly)

· Inquiry Process(on-going)



(    Structure of the Earth/Geology(1st)
· History and Nature of Science (1st)                             (    Earth’s Processes and Systems (2nd)

· Earth in the Solar System (3rd)


(    Populations and Ecosystems (4th)
  

· Careers in Science(on-going)

This course also emphasizes the use of critical thinking through the development of opinions, judgments, decisions, and the analysis and application of data and information. Basic skills such as creating tables and graphs, mastery of course related vocabulary, note taking, and essay writing will also be stressed throughout the year.
Textbook Information:

Author: McDougal Littel
Books:  Inside Earth, Changing Earth, Astronomy, Life Over Time, and Ecology! 

The Science Textbooks are divided into subject units. We will switch books approximately every quarter.
· The Online Textbook resources can be accessed at: classzone.com
· Select Your Subject: Science

· Select Your State: AZ
· Click find your book

· Click Science Modules

· Select the CURRENT book we are using (titles are listed above)
Grading:
Weighted
50% Tests and Quizzes
45% Classwork/Homework: This includes all written work done in class.  An Interactive Notebook will also be used this year and will be discussed in detail on Thursday. Other activities that are included in the class work grade include: foldables, research papers, web-quests, and projects. 

5% Warm-ups: will be assigned daily and collected every 2 weeks.  

Late Work:

· Late work – Though it is my goal to have all students turn work in on time, I realize this is not always the case.  In the event that an assignment will not be ready on time, due to unforeseen circumstances or the need for more time, I request that the student come talk to me to explain the situation.  If I deem that the student needs more time, I will allow extra time to complete the assignment.  If, however, the need for extra time on assignments becomes habitual with a student, we may need to meet as a team (parents, student, and myself) to come up with a game plan to help the child be more successful.  In the event that an assignment is not turned in on time, and I feel the student could have easily completed it in the allotted amount of time, students will be required to fill out a NO HOMEWORK/LATE WORK form.  The form will need to be signed by a parent in order for the child to receive credit.  For each day past the original due date that the assignment is late, 10% off the total score will be deducted (up to 50%).  

Category Descriptions:

Warm ups: Warm ups will be on the board when students enter the classroom. Warm ups may be a review question, a thought provoker, or an assignment to be read. Students are expected to get busy with this short assignment, without prompting, immediately upon entering class.

· Warm ups will be written in their Science interactive notebook and labeled with the correct date.

Participation on the Discussion Board: There is a discussion board located on my web site which will contain various discussion topics. Students are expected to participate in those discussions on a regular basis. **For students who do not have computer access I will provide them with time within the school day to answer online discussion questions. **

Labs: All students will be required to sign a safety contract before participating in labs.

· Lab safety will be followed or lab privileges will be revoked, and written work will be given in place of the lab experience.

· While labs are performed in partners and/or groups, each individual will receive a lab performance grade. The performance grade will reflect the following: whether or not the student follows the lab instructions, if the student actively participates within their group, if the student has a clear understanding of the purpose of the lab and can answer basic questions about the lab. If a student disrupts their lab group and keeps them from completing the lab in a timely manner, then that student will be removed from the group and given a zero for that day’s lab performance grade.

Tests: A test will be given at the end of each unit. Study guides and review will always precede test. There will also be quizzes throughout each unit.

· If students are absent on test day, they are expected to make up the test the day they return to school. 

Projects: Projects are assigned often. When the project is assigned, students will receive the guidelines (rubric) and the due date. Some class time will be available, but it is the student’s responsibility to insure that the project is completed by the due date.

Science Current Events: Students will be required to complete monthly science current event forms. A standard form will be used (see attached) to complete the assignment. Students will be given a topic calendar which will consist of assigned topics for each month’s current event.

Absent Work:
District policy states that students will receive one day for every day they are absent to make up their work.  It is the student’s responsibility to do the following in order to receive full credit on absent work:
1. Pick up the work they missed while absent-including checking with a classmate and checking in a classmate’s interactive notebook for any missing notes/worksheets.
2. Request help from the teacher if needed.
3. Label the assignments as “absent” on the top of the page (proper heading still required).
4. Turn in the completed assignments in the given amount of time.
With over 100 students it is not reasonable for me to be able to track and monitor which students are absent on what days and the work the need to make up, therefore it is IMPERATIVE that students check with classmates and the teacher immediately upon their return to school from an absence. 

School Supplies:
Your backpack for class should contain the following items on a daily basis: 

*Arizona law requires that public schools provide supplies required for academic success.  This list represents optional, supplementary items which you may supply, at your discretion.  If you have questions, feel free to contact the school.*

I will have supplies available for those students who are unable to provide their own.
· an adequate supply of pencils and blue or black pens 

· red pens for in-class grading 

· a box of colored pencils 

· some loose-leaf paper 

· a folder that is for Science only 

· Highlighter

The following are "wish-list" items that are not mandatory, but are always greatly appreciated: 

· Kleenex

· Hand Sanitizer 

· Clorox Wipes(-used all the time!
If you are interested in receiving email notification of important due dates and announcement for SCIENCE CLASS please LEGIBLY write your email address below. Please list an email address that you check often, as newsflashes are sent home frequently and sometimes with last minute reminders. If you would like these notifications sent to more than one email address, please list the other email addresses also. Thanks! 

__________________________________________________ e-mail address

__________________________________________________ additional email address

My child and I have read and understand the expectations and guidelines explained in the course syllabus.
Student’s Name (please print) 

_____________________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature 

_____________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Printed Name(s) 

_____________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature(s) 

_____________________________________________________________________

***Please indicate if parent’s are separated/divorced and would prefer notification at both numbers and/or email addresses.***

Parent(s) phone number: _________________________________________________

Parent(s) email address: __________________________________________________

Please Sign and Return THIS PAGE ONLY to Ms. Janaulis by August 21st 2009

Looking forward to another great year(
